
 
c’mon tiger

An absurd musical comedy about grief 
 

Writer and poet John Luke Roberts (a favourite on the stand-up circuit for his surreal one-man 
shows, and collaborator on Spymonkey’s Hairy) and Spymonkey’s Toby Park are in develop-
ment for C’MON TIGER, an absurd comedy musical about grief, and the strange things it does 
to us.


Set in a bereavement counselling group, Good Grief, it centres on three characters: Liz, the 
grief therapist (her secret: she feels like a fraud because she has never known anyone close to 
her die); newcomer Max, whose father was recently killed by a tiger, and so can’t bear the sight 
of them; and Ada, who is mourning her wife - ‘Big’ Cat Studebaker,, who was known in 
wrestling circles as ‘The Tiger’  — and wears her totemic tiger paraphernalia proudly.


C’MON TIGER asks what happens when people need to grieve, and those needs are at log-
gerheads with each other. 

 
Following the huge success of translating their distinctive Theatre of the Funny aesthetic to the 
world of opera, Spymonkey are joining forces with John-Luke Roberts forging new territory in 
the world of musical theatre.


Book by John Luke Roberts

Music by Toby Park

Written for a cast of 6 musical theatre performers. 

And Spymonkey’s Aitor Basauri is the Tiger




C'MON TIGER OUTLINE 

The action centres on a church hall, where therapist Liz’s Good Grief Group regularly meet. Into 
the group walks Max. Max is grieving the loss of his father, who recently died in hospital. Max 
was researching a radical new therapeutic method to help terminally ill people come to terms 
with their journey. The method used on the day in question was “The Tiger Method,” where a 
tiger handler brings a hungry tiger into hospital, so that the patient can look death right in the 
eye. The tiger handler had a heart attack on this particular day. And the tiger mauled Max’s 
(admittedly dying) father to death.


Max understandably is sensitive to anyone wearing tiger paraphernalia. Unfortunately for him, 
the other new member of the group is Ada, and Ada has the whole set. Tiger t-shirt, tiger ear-
rings, sparkly tiger handbag and iPhone case. Despite being told that tigers are triggering for 
Max, Ada refuses to take them off. Max gets upset.


The group’s sympathies start to split when Ada reveals the reason for her love of tiger para-
phernalia. Her wife, ‘Big’ Cat Studebaker, used to be a tiger handler. The same tiger handler 
who had the heart attack which led to the death of Max’s father. Ada blames Max for her death 
(but secretly worries that her feeding Ada with a predominantly egg-based diet may have con-
tributed to her heart attack).


Events lead inexorably towards a final showdown, when Ada, thinking that her wife lives on in 
the Tiger, brings him to the church hall. The Tiger escapes and the group come to a grisly end, 
teaching everyone some sort of lesson.


EXAMPLE LYRICS & DEMOS 

There’s No Right Way To Grieve (But Here’s 
Some Wrong Ones) 
Opening number by the ensemble, a big and bois-
terous list of strange ways people mourn their 
losses, for example:

 

’Using the ashes to make a sandcastle / Or con-
cluding the eulogy with “What an arsehole”’.


DEMO: THERE'S NO RIGHT WAY TO GRIEVE


What’s It Like? 
Liz likes to begin her sessions with some circle 
work, where the members can share their strug-
gles and reflections.


"May I share a little breakthrough when it comes to 
grief"  

"I’ve found that taking Gaviscon can give you 
some relief" 

"Thanks for sharing. Can I ask a question / Are you 
sure that's grief, and not indigestion?" 

DEMO: WHAT'S IT LIKE 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/k60n2d5zsx4w2ngvx8nlj/No-right-way-to-grieve-24jan2026.mp3?rlkey=ola09ajka3cf0adnx1zi60xwm&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/evii86au7485pydhm2vu9/Whats-It-Like-21jan26.mp3?rlkey=2jj4318zcg22azgq8cvynzhgi&e=1&dl=0
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